





THERE'S SOMETHING 
IN THE SHADE'S 
JOURKAL. AK 
OBSERVATION. 


SOMETHING GLARIG 

IN ITS OBWOUSNESS 

tnNQW THAT IT’S” 

BEEN POINTED OUT 
7O ME... 


BUT WHICH WOLD 
NEVER HAVE 
OCCURRED TO 
ME. NOT EVER. 


THERE 15 OPAL 
CITY, THE CITY. 
175 BUILDINGS. 


BUT THERE ARE 
NO suUBURES. 


THERE'RE THE 
MOLNTAINS ANDO 
THE FORESTS 7TO_ 
THE NORTH. AND 
TO THE SOUTH, 


ES OEE Ha BE 


ARE 
INS. 


AND FRO-/NG I DO, 
THE OPAL FOR WAY; 
WAY, WAY 700 LONG. 
| Z ouess. 
YEAH, WEIRO, ONE MINUTE 
hy YOU'RE (WM THE CITY...ANO 


WITH ALL THE TO-ING 


THEN YOU'RE NOT, ZAP, POW, 


YOU'RE IN 
TURK COUNTY. 


, OY) 
J) CONVERSION BY 





OUT HERE, EVERY FARMER 
HAS AN OLO JUKE BOX OR 
PINBALL MACHINE OR A 
CRATE OF OLO TIN SIGNS 
OR A BOX OF COLLIERS WI 
THE BASEMENT OR 


ABOUT THIS PLACE. SOMEWHERE. 


7 = WAS A FAN 
OF OL! HOPALONG Bill: 
| SOUGHT EVERY- 
HING 


T I 
COULO WHEN I 
WAS A 


HAD COLLECTED METAL 
) PEDAL CARS. HAD A 
| GARN FULL OF THEM. 


ve 
ANO THERE 


WAS A LO7- 
TO Buy. 


ANOTHER WOMAN... HER 
HUSBANO HAO DIED OF 
CANCER THE PRIOR WINTER. 
HE'D BEEN A NAVY MAN, 
SERVING IN JAPAN IN THE 
'60'5. AND WOULDN'T YOU 
KNOW 17... SHE HAD TEN 
VINTAGE LADIES’ 
KIMONOS TO SHOW 


THERE'S A WIND THAT. 
WHISPERS ACROSS THESE 
LANOS. IF 17 HAO A COLOR, 
THAT HUE WOULD BE 
OGRAY-BROWN. 


Fit's Love 
YEAH, I 


EVEN IN THE 

SUMMER, (7 

SEEMS LiKE 
FALL, 


LIKE I SAY, YOU 
FIND THE 
COOLEST 
STUFF HERE. 


ANO FOR EVERY BARN 
WHERE THE FARMER HAS 
SOME FIESTA WARE 
POTTERY OR A HARRY 
BECKOFF ORIGINAL 
STASHED, THERE'S A 
FARMER AND H/1S BARN 
THAT ZI'O JUST AS SOON 
NOT, NEVER, NO-HOW 


AND MAY NEPHEW 
DANNY, HE GOT I(T 
FROM ERNIE. 


ERNIE? 


STUBBORN. 


YOU CAN TELL FROM 
THE LOOK WN HIS 
EYES THAT HE'S: 
KILLED IN HIS: TIME. 
AND THAT KILL IS 
STULL ON HIS LAND. 


MAYBE IT!S THE 
ISOLATION, 
THE WIND. 


7. | 





I CLOSE MY EYES TO BLURREO SLITS AND 

THE FIELDS BECOME 4 COPPER SEA. AS THE 

WIND BLOWS THEM LIGHTLY, SO THE 

RIPPLES ARE WAVES. 
AND EVERY FARM 1S AN 
ISLANO WITH NOTHING 
I SIGHT BUT THE 
SEA AROUND IT 


MY MOTHER'S, J 
a Se aS mail 
I HATED HERAND 

LHATE THis. iN Nl 
IMAGINE LOOKING LP ANO 
SEEING THAT: EVERY DAY. 
ANY DAY. MAN, LMIGHT 
START TAKING A SCYTHE 

TO FOLKS? 


ANO THE SKIES ARE EITHER THE 
DEEPEST BLUE OR THE DARKEST, 
BLACKEST BLACK AT MGHT OR 
WHEN THE STORMS ROLL WW, T 
KNOW THAT SOUNOS LIKE /7T 
WOLLO BE LOVELY, BUT IT ISN'T. 


ITS LIKE 


SAW 


|». THE HUSBAND AND WIFE 
WHO, FROM THE LOOK IN. 
THEIR EYES, HAVE A DARK 
SECRET SOMEWHERE (N 


THEIR. PASTS. ANO MA 
ITS STILL BURIED ON 
THEIR LAND, TOO... OR IAs 
THAT GLOOMY HOUSE 
OF THEIRS. 





IF'N (T STAYS AROUND 
HERE MUCH LONGER. LL 


Z SOMETIMES THINK ABOUT 

THAT PAINTING... AMERICAN 

GOTHIC BY GRANT WOOD. YOU 
KNOW 


THAT'S WHAT Z THINK ABOUT 
WHEN I ORIVE AROLIND LOOK & 
ING FOR BARGAINS. 


AMERICAN 
GOTHIC BY 
WOOD.., 
AND. 
BODIES” 

IN BARNS. 


+: MAY SHE BURA 


IN THE OARKEST PIT 
OF SATAN'S FLAMES. A 


BUT LIKE I SAY, THERE'S” 
A FORTUNE TO BE FOUND 
HERE AT THE SAME TIME. 


YOU Tus7T NEVER 
KNOW WHEN YOU'RE 
GOING TO FIND 
SOMETHING RARE, 
SOMETHING... 








ZL HAVEN'T BEEN 
TO ONE...OR 
THOUGHT ABOUT 
GOING TO ONE 


WANT TO Miss 
OUT ON. 


MAN, THEY DON'T SMELL ANY 
SWEETER THAN IT REMEMBER 


THAT WAS THE 
LAST TIME T 
STEPPED INSIDE 
A CIRCE: 


COMBINE, FOLOING IN 
THE EGG WHITES CARE- 


CHEMICALS. THE SWEAT OF THE 
CROWS ANO THOSE WORKING. 


2) 


fra 


Io, AAA 
/SLAND" RERUNS, 


ar = 


























ZOION’ Tare gh 

KNOW THEY HAO 

THESE TNWMORe 
4 


ZI MAY FIND OUT SOON Zeer N 
IN TERMS OF PI COLE | SA AIAN AT \ 
SRE TERE DO EAR 
a Ores 
THEEN A Qt CMGLESS WOR Th 























Tit 














JACK... 
KNIGHT... 


ay AW Z es (= 
SOMEO: 


AFTER M 
OWA Eder. 








THE SULENCE 
WITHIN IS COOL 
WATER IN THE 
EYES FOR JACK. 


EYES THAT SQUINIT 
FOR A MOMENT 
ADJUSTING TO 
SHADOW, 


WM 


JACK PAUSES AS THE 
SILENCE WASHES His 


| BRAIN FREE OF THEN 


ANO THERE, FILLING 


--7HE MAN WHO OIRECTED 
HOUSE OF WAX HAO ONE 

EYE. HE COLULON'T SEE THE lige 
EILMN'S 30 SEQUENCES 

EVEN THOUGH HE'D 
OREAMEO THEM UP 


-- YANOMAMO 
WOMEN ARE 
WCTIMIZED 
FROM CHILO- 
HOOD ON. 


OID THE BENDERS 
DIE BY THE POSSE's 
HANOS? OR DID OLD 
MAN BENOER O1E (N 


--LON CHANEY, EOMOND 
ROSTANO, PHIL NIEKRO, 
SAMUEL DELANY, DEBBIE 
REYNOLDS, AND 
RACHMANINOFF ALL 
SHARE THE SAME 
BIRTHDAY. 


WNOCK ON, MOCK 
ON, VOLTAIRE, 
ROUSSEALL, 


ANO THEN THE 
SILENCE BECOMES 
MERELY SILENCE. 


HERE AND NOW. 


T'S. JUST. HIM 
ano ‘A BLUE SKINNEO 
GENTLEMAN... 








ANCE EES 
CAROUSE: 
eae Gor 
HERE, 
PLULSE / 
BARREL SRCAM. 


ieee SEE STRAIGHT 
eee ples YTHING 








On, I DOUBT 
IT. THER 


THERE. YOU 
MAYBE HAVE ME 
MIXED UP WITH 
SOMEBODY 
Sere: =i MUUIN 
FIRSTLY, ¥ 1 BUY, SELL, OH, YES. VE 
IMA TRAOE THE LONG BEEN A 
DEALER. ay od COLLECTOR. 
TH, 


OEEM 
COLLECTABLE, 

00 Nou 
FOLLOW MEP 
















PLAYING LISTEN. WHAT I’M 
CAROS WITH THINKING IS THAT YOu 
NUDE WOMEN MUST HAVE ALOT OF 
ON THE BACK. ZIRE E SHAT you. 
I HAVE cON 4 
GROOVY. OLD STAGE PROPS. 
Oe etre | YOU WANT CURTAINS, MASKS. 












EAH. EXACTLY. 
eostees AND IF 


MAY! 
ANO TAKE THEM 
OFF YOUR 


WELL, 1 OO HAVE 4LL 
Me ie THINGS YOU 
MENTIONED. A LOT OF 
IT'S FROM MY FATHER'S 
TIME, TOO. THERE'RE PROPS 
ANO POSTERS FROM THE 
'30 $,'4O 5, AND '50s. I HAVE 
SOME IN ONE TRAILER 
AND MORE IN STORAGE 
IN FLORIDA. 





HE... ERR... TOUCHED 
ME... I SAW... THIS WILL 
SOUNO CRAZY, BUT T 
SAW VISIONS OF A/S 
LIFE, I THINK. 


WILD \IISIONS. 

THIS... T HOPE YOu'RE 
WRISTS... THEY'RE FAKE, 

RIGHT? 'SNOTA..A 
PRISONER; IS HE? LIKE 


Sus’ 
IN_HIS EYES ANO THE 
STRANGE LANGUAGE 
HE MUMBLED 
WAS 


YES. DO YOU THINK THIS 
ENTIRE CIRCUS WOULD 
STAND FOR SOMEONE 
BEING KEPT PRISONER, 


ERR...\WELL, 
wow you 
MENTION IT... 


ww LYLE, WHEN YOU TAKE 
JACK TO THE PROPS 
TRAILER, TAKE HIM VIA 
GREG'S TENT. INTRODUCE 
THEM, OH, ANDO JACK... 
GET_GREG TO TELL YOU 
ABOUT SOME OF THE 

GIRLS HE'S HAD BE- 

CAUSE OF HIS 
BLUE SKIN. 



































JACK, YOU'RE 
MAKING YOURSELF 

UNCOMFORTABLE. THAT 
REALLY /SA'7T NECESSARY. 
THE COSMIC GEEK, AS 
WE CALL HIM, IS. 

ACTUALLY GREG 
IAILEY. 






























COMES FROM 
ALBANY. THE 
BLUE-DYED SKIN, 
THE "ALIEN" 
TONGUE, THE 
ELECTRICAL PULSE 
IN His FINGER- 
TIPS... THEY'RE 
ALL A FART OF 
THE ACT, 


THE REST... 
NISIONS-..Z CAN 
ONW SUGGEST 
WAS YOUR OWA/ 
IMAGINATION. 






















LOOK, THE THING THAT 
BOTHERS ME IS THAT 
GREG'S ACT IS NOW SO 
REALISTIC IT ACTUALLY 
MANAGED TO UPSET A 
PATRON. HE SAID HE WAS 
MAKING SOME ADDITIONS 
TO IT I FEAR HE'S ADDEO 
A LITTLE TOO MUCH. 


I'LL HAVE _\ I WOLILON'T- 

TO TALK TO ) WANT TO GET 
HIM, HIM INTO. 
TROUBLE. 


G 


NOTHING 
LIKE THAT. JUST 


A WORD. AND 
TO PUT YOUR Vi 
REST... 


WHEN YOU'VE SEEN 
THE OLD STUFF, T'LL 
TALK TO YOU ABOUT A 

PRICE, NE CAN 

HAGGLE, 


MY 
FAVORITE 
SPORT. 


MK 
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Mid sila goa 
One: 

COSTELLO. (iad 

FUNNY ONE. \, 


see! 
Oo 
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Vi7a 
WHAT'S 
HAPPENING. 
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(5 THAT A SIGN \\ ee 


: Z IM GROWNG UP> VF 
4 R 4 


I WONDER. [A 
Lp ‘ AX 








lz USED TO THINK MATURITY 
| WAS ACTUALLY ENJOYING 
a 
Al 





GATHER My 
THOUGHTS. 

wg 
vecioe wiAT 

TO OO NE-- | | 
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BUT EVEN IF I PLAY 








OON'T BELIEVE THIS... 
THE HEROFOR OAD... 


E{ 
= 





| I REALLY... -—| 
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Pe 


ny : 
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va < t GET MY ROO ANO MY 
is GEAR ANO THEN, OY, 
a AM ZT oad 7O GO 
| ea oe 


N\ Ps 





GOT_TO Be. 
MAYBE L HAVE A | 
CONCUSSION. 


SMELLS, THOUGH. LIKE ON 
THE ROOFTOP THAT TIME. 
LIME. SEA SALT CARAWAY, 


I OON'T EVEN WANT TK OAO, YOU WERE RIGHT 
THINK ABOUT 17. CAME WHEN YOU SAID THE 
SPARE THE TIME TO. WEIRONESS FINOS YOU. 


17 FOUND 
ME ALL 
RIGH 


THAT 
BLUE GEEK. 
A PRISONER. 
HE NEEOS-- 


BUT NOW THis tJ 
WEIRONES'S HAS 
FOUND ME. 
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